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1 GENERAL INFORMATION

a. Name of the region (Territory)

b. Population

c. Contact person
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COMPETENT FRAMEWORK OF THE HISTORICAL TERRITORY OF BIZKAIA

BIZKAIA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

The General Assemblies are the highest body of representation and citizen participation for the 
people of Bizkaia: the Parliament of Bizkaia. As a parliamentary institution, it exercises its legislative 
powers in areas within its remit to promote progress in Bizkaia. Similarly, it oversees and monitors the 
activity of the Bizkaia Provincial Council.

The General Assemblies of Bizkaia have a long historical tradition, with origins dating back to the 
Middle Ages, predating the construction of the Gernika Assembly House, which makes it one of the 
earliest democratic political systems in Europe. The Bizkaia General Assemblies pioneered democratic 
instruments such as Habeas Corpus, the prohibition of torture and Universal Nobility, well before 
many other European institutions.

Restored in 1979 after a hiatus of over 100 years following the abolition of the Fueros (1) in 1876, the 
Bizkaia General Assemblies have played a key role in the institutional development of the Basque 
Autonomous Community and the restoration of the historical rights of the Basque Territories.
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(1) The Fueros were the legal code governing the Lordship of Bizkaia. Equivalent to a general law that encompassed various types of regulations and was, at the same time, constitutional law and a 
civil, criminal and procedural code. It originally emerged from the entire network of customs and traditions that became established among the people of Bizkaia over time.

a. Name of the Region (Territory)
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COMPETENT FRAMEWORK OF THE HISTORICAL TERRITORY OF BIZKAIA

BIZKAIA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

The recognition of the historical rights of the Basque Territories was specified in Article 3 of the 
Statute of Autonomy (1979) of Gernika, which states that they may preserve or, where applicable, 
restore and update their own organisational and institutional structures of self-government.

The institutions of the government of the Historical Territory are the General Assemblies as a 
parliamentary chamber and the Provincial Council as an executive body.

The Spanish Constitution and the Statute of Autonomy of the Basque Country recognise the 
organisation and self-government of the Historical Territory of Bizkaia.

The Basque Law 27/1983 regulates the distribution of powers between common and provincial 
institutions, assigning the historical territories the implementation and development of regulations to 
promote sport.
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a. Name of the Region (Territory)
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COMPETENT FRAMEWORK OF THE HISTORICAL TERRITORY OF BIZKAIA

BIZKAIA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

Under Law 2/2023 on Physical Activity and Sport in the Basque Country, the Bizkaia Provincial 
Council is responsible for:

• Developing regulations for school sports and implementing them in coordination with the 
municipal administration.

• Approving sports policies and regional sectoral plans.
• Managing and updating the sports facilities registry.
• Providing technical and financial support for promising athletes and sports clubs.
• Overseeing and regulating sports federations in the region.
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1 Busturialdea 20

2 Uribekosta-Mungialdea 18

3 Durangoaldea 13

4 Enkarterri 11

5 Nerbioi-Ibaizabal 11

6 Ezkerraldea 9

7 Arratia-Amorebieta 11

8 Txorierri 7

9 Lea-Artibai 12

10 Bilbao 1

113

We consider Bizkaia to be a region composed of ten districts and 113 municipalities.
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a. Name of the Region (Territory)
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b. Population

Source. Eustat. 2024 Data

Age groups

Age Inhabitants

%
Sex 
ratioTotal Femal

e
Male

≥ 65 282,638 24.8 57.9 42.1 1.38

20-64 666,633 58.4 50.4 49.6 1.02

≤ 19 191,258 16.8 48.5 51.5 0.94

Total 1,140,529 100.0 51.9 48.1 1.08
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c. Contact people

LEIXURI ARRIZABALAGA ARRUZA

PROVINCIAL COUNCILLOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF BASQUE LANGUAGE, CULTURE AND SPORT

A law graduate, her education is complemented by a master’s degree in legal 
practice and advocacy at the University of Deusto.

From a very early stage, her professional life has been linked to the city council 
of the place she was born. Councillor since 2003, in 2015 Arrizabalaga was 
elected mayor of Gatika, a position she has combined with her seat in the 
Basque parliament since 2012.
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c. Contact people

CARLOS SERGIO ACHÓTEGUI
GENERAL DIRECTOR OF SPORT OF THE BIZKAIA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL 

• Holds a Degree in Physical Education from the Basque Institute of Physical
Education (1998).

• Qualified Teacher with a specialisation in Human Sciences from the Begoñako
Andra Mari University School of Teaching (1991).

• Diploma of Advanced Studies - Doctoral Programme in Leisure and Human
Potential from the University of Deusto (2010).

• Physical Education lecturer at Begoñako Andra Mari University School of
Teaching (1994-2015).

• Physical Education teacher in secondary education at the Colegio-Seminario
Resurrección María de Azkue, Bilbao (1997-1999).

• General Advisor at the Department of Basque Language, Culture and Sport of the
Bizkaia Provincial Council (2015-2023).

• General Director of Sport of the Bizkaia Provincial Council (2023-present).
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SPORTS INFRASTRUCTURE – SPORTS FACILITIES

(INDOOR/OUTDOOR)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition.

b. Breakdown of regional expenditure for the maintenance of sports facilities over the last three years.

c. Estimated amount of investment planned for the next three years in sports infrastructure.

d. Is there a sports development plan? What are its objectives?

e. Detail of the annual budget of the Bizkaia Provincial Council allocated to sport and the percentage that this amount

represents in relation to the Provincial Council’s total budget.
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https://instalazioak.euskalkirola.com/busqueda-listado

Census of Sports Facilities in Bizkaia

Type of management

Public Private Other situations Total

Sports facilities 1,527 282 76 1,885

Sports facilities 3,430 1,111 16 4,557

Complementary spaces 4,594 1,242 0 5,836

Detailed information on sports infrastructures in Bizkaia is provided below through the Sports Facilities Census. This resource 
provides a detailed list of public and private sports facilities, categorised by type, purpose and condition. 

The platform allows citizens to access interactive maps that show the location and features of each facility, enabling the 
planning and management of sports activities in the autonomous community.
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition

https://instalazioak.euskalkirola.com/busqueda-listado

Location of Sports 
Facilities in the Historical 
Territory of Bizkaia
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition

Bizkaia’s Sports 
Facilities

1. Own: wholly or 
partially owned by 

the Bizkaia 
Provincial Council

2. Unique to Basque 
sport in Bizkaia 3. Public 4. Private 5. Universities
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition

15

2

1. Facilities owned or partially 
managed by the Bizkaia Provincial 

Council
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Facilities partly managed by the Bizkaia Provincial Council

SAN MAMÉS FOOTBALL GROUND

On 6 March 2007, SL San Mamés Barria was established
with the purpose of promoting, constructing and managing
the stadium for the exclusive use of Athletic Club in its
competitive activities.
The Bizkaia Provincial Council holds a 23.58% stake in this
limited company.
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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SAN MAMÉS FOOTBALL GROUND

Ranking awarded by UEFA: category 4 stadium
(maximum)

In November 2015 the San Mamés Stadium was
recognised as the best sports building in the
world, awarded by the World Architecture Festival
held in Singapore.

In addition to a public sports centre, managed by
Bilbao Kirolak, San Mamés has 6,000 square
metres around the perimeter of the pitch for the
organisation of any type of event.

It also has shops and restaurants. It is home to the
Athletic Club museum.

Facilities partly managed by the Bizkaia Provincial Council
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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MEAZTEGI GOLF COURSE

Meaztegi Golf is located 21 km from Bilbao in the municipalities of Abanto-
Zierbena, Ortuella and Trapagaran. It is the first publicly owned golf course in
Bizkaia with private management (tender).

Its facilities include the following features:

•104-hectare surface area, with 65 hectares dedicated to playing areas.

•18-hole course - par 72 - over six kilometres long.

•A 310-metre driving range with 60 bays.

•Nine-hole pitch & putt course with pitching green and putting green.

•Clubhouse or social building with café and restaurant.

• Parking for over 150 vehicles.
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Facilities belonging to the Bizkaia Provincial Council

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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BIZKAIA-KIROL ETXEA PELOTA COURT

The Bizkaia-Kirol Etxea Pelota Court is much more than a sports
venue. It is an architectural landmark that combines the tradition
of Basque pelota with a modern and multifunctional
infrastructure, becoming a symbol of Bilbao’s evolution and a hub
for sport and culture in Bizkaia.
https://www.bilbonauta.com/bilbao/fronton-bizkaia-kirol-etxea/

It is a short pelota court with a large capacity: 3,000 seats:

• Court (seating and back wall)
• 1st floor (Boxes), (seven boxes)
• 2nd floor (side and back wall)
• 3rd floor (side and back wall)

Especially designed for hand and racket play
Adjacent facilities: press room, warm-up court, first-aid room,
press room (44 seats), changing rooms, toilets, analysis room,
warehouse, lockers, catering areas.

19

2

Facilities belonging to the Bizkaia Provincial Council

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition

https://www.bilbonauta.com/bilbao/fronton-bizkaia-kirol-etxea/
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BIZKAIA-KIROL ETXEA PELOTA COURT

The Bizkaia - Kirol Etxea Pelota Court also features a
“trinkete” style court, the main characteristics of
which are as follows:

Capacity: 406 seats

Distribution:
• Court,
• Back Wall (1st floor)
• Back Wall (2nd floor)
• Back Wall and glass side wall

Specialities: Hand, Racket, Share

Adjacent facilities: Toilets, Storeroom
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Facilities belonging to the Bizkaia Provincial Council

2

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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KIROL ETXEA (HOUSE OF SPORT)

A seven-storey, 7,000 m² building which houses the headquarters 
of various sports federations. Each floor includes offices, 
classrooms, meeting rooms and toilets.

It is home to the following federations:

Underwater Activities, Chess, Athletics, Motorsport, Basketball, 

Handball, Baseball/Softball, Bowling, Boxing, Hunting, Cycling, 

Adapted Sports, Air Sports, Winter Sports, Fencing, Football, 

Gymnastics, Golf, Weightlifting, Basque rural sports, Equestrian, 

Field Hockey, Judo and Related Sports, Karate, Wrestling and 

Sambo, Mountaineering, 

Motorcycling, Swimming, Paddle Tennis, Skating, Basque Pelota, Fishing and Casting, Petanque, Canoeing, Rowing, Rugby, Surfing, 

Taekwondo, Tennis, Table Tennis, Archery, Triathlon, Volleyball
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Facilities belonging to the Bizkaia Provincial Council

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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Facilities belonging to the Bizkaia Provincial Council

GERNIKA, JAI ALAI

The Jai Alai court in Gernika is the largest in Europe
and the second largest in the world.

At the Gernika Jai Alai, they play “Cesta Punta”, a
form of Basque Pelota that is listed in the Guinness
Book of Records as the fastest ball sport in the
world. The ball can reach a speed of 300 km per
hour.

The Gernika Jai Alai was constructed by the
prestigious architect Secundino Zuazo in the shape
of a set square and with two storeys.

It was inaugurated in June 1963.

It is managed by a private company through a public
tender process.

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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ARTXANDA SHOOTING RANGE

The Artxanda Shooting Range has the following facilities:

For precision shooting:

•a compressed air gallery with 14 positions.
•a 25-metre precision shooting gallery with 16 positions.
•a 50-metre precision shooting gallery with 30 positions.

The galleries have automated machinery for speed shooting.

(I.P.S.C.) Shooting courses

Bar-cafeteria.

The Artxanda Shooting Range is managed by the Bizkaia 
Territorial Shooting Federation.
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Facilities belonging to the Bizkaia Provincial Council

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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2. Unique facilities for Basque sport 
in Bizkaia

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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The land of the Basque language, or Euskal Herria, is a
community defined by a strong cultural identity
determined by various factors, among which language
and culture stand out. Basque traditional sports (pelota,
rowing and Basque rural sports) are deeply rooted in the
region’s culture, extending beyond sport to form part of
its social and cultural heritage. These highly spectacular
sports play a key role in reinforcing Basque identity and
promoting Basque culture. Their origins lie in the daily
work and traditions of the Basque people.

Unique facilities for Basque sport in Bizkaia
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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BASQUE RURAL SPORTS - RECOGNISED DISCIPLINES:

- Soka tira.
- Harri jasotzea.
- Trontza.
- Aizkora.
- Idi probak.
- Zaldi probak.
- Asto probak.
- Sega.
- Lokotx apustua.
- Txinga eroatea.
- Ingude altxatzea.
- Orga joko.
- Zaku lasterketa.
- Lasto jasotzea.
- Ontzi eroatea.
- Lasto botatzea.
- Harri zulatzaileak.
- Giza-probak.

Unique facilities for Basque sport in Bizkaia
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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Carrejos de arrastre (dragging tracks):

Given their unique nature, it is worth highlighting the carrejos 
de arrastre (dragging tracks) used for:

• Idi probak (stone dragging by oxen)
• Asto probak (stone dragging by donkeys)
• Zaldi probak (stone dragging by horse and cart)
• Giza probak (stone dragging by people) (image)

 There are other forms of stone dragging that are less
widespread or practised

Unique facilities for Basque sport in Bizkaia
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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Sokatira:

Sokatira, or tug of war, is a traditional Basque sport that
combines strength, strategy and teamwork.

It is played both outdoors and indoors and teams compete
in categories based on the combined weight of their
members.

Today, this sport is played all over the world. The Tug of
War International Federation (TWIF) is responsible for
organising the various World Championships every two
years.

The Basque team has officially participated in these
championships since 2014. In 2021, Bizkaia hosted the
World Tug of War Championship.

For their preparation, the teams use these unique facilities.
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Unique facilities for Basque sport in Bizkaia

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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Basque Bowling, Bolatoki:

Bowling alleys are facilities designed for bowling, a 
traditional sport that has deep roots in the rural areas of 
the Basque Country. 

These facilities, known as “bolatokiak” in Basque, can be
found both indoors and outdoors depending on the
specific type of bowling being played.

The different types of bowling vary in the number of
pins, the type of ball used and the rules of the game,
which brings diversity and cultural richness to this
tradition.
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Unique facilities for Basque sport in Bizkaia

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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Basque Pelota:

Basque pelota is a traditional sport of the Basque 
Country that involves hitting a ball against a wall or court 
using the hand or other tools such as rackets, baskets or 
xisteras (hand-held wickers). 

It is practised in various forms such as hand, cesta-punta, 
remonte and pala, which highlights its cultural and social 
significance.

Pelota courts, specific spaces dedicated to participation 
in this sport, are central to community life, as well as 
being used for social and cultural events.

These facilities may be open or enclosed, depending on 
the type of game being played.
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Unique facilities for Basque sport in Bizkaia

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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Rowing (training tanks):

Rowing clubs in Bizkaia use 
various facilities and training 
methods to prepare their 
athletes.

Among these facilities, rowing 
tanks are unique structures that 
allow rowers to practise their 
stroke technique in a controlled 
environment without the 
variability encountered in open 
water. 

These tanks aid in the correction 
of movements and the 
improvement of coordination.
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Unique facilities for Basque sport in Bizkaia

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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3. Public sports facilities

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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Main (public) sports facilities in Bizkaia. Quantitative photo

Conventional Sports Facilities
No. Sports 

facilities/inha
bitant ratio

1 Football pitches 118 9,695 inhab.

2 Sports centres 66 17,294 inhab.

3 Covered and enclosed pelota courts 120 9,533 inhab.

4 Heated indoor swimming pools 47 24,341 inhab.

5 Athletics tracks 13 87,792 inhab.

6 Padel tennis courts 99 11,556 inhab.

7 Tennis courts 82 13,951 inhab.

Unique Sports Facilities
No. Sports 

facilities/inha
bitant ratio

1 Bidegorris (cycle lanes) 439 km 2,597 h/km

2 Callisthenics Parks 44 25,909 inhab.

3 Pump tracks 20 57,000 inhab.

4 Parkour parks 6 190,000 inhab.

5 Climbing walls 16 71,250 inhab.

6 Rowing centres 14 81,429 inhab.

7 Velodromes 4 28.5000 inhab.
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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The Bizkaia Provincial Council, drawing on the sports facilities in

Bizkaia and taking into account surveys of sporting habits, has

created the KIROLGUNEAK:

These are spaces for participating in sports in outdoor settings

beyond conventional sports facilities, designed for independent use

by athletes.

To this end, these spaces have been made available with both

offline and online activities to learn and enjoy all these sports

activities safely and with proper technique.

This will lead to an increase in sport participation, as well as

people’s commitment to it, turning Bizkaia into A GREAT AREA FOR

SPORT.

Pump Track

Igeribideak (open 
water swimming areas)

Parkour 

Hiking 

Callisthenics

Cholesterol routes 

Climbing

Outdoor fitness parks 

34

2

Kirolguneak
(outdoor 
spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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A Pump Track is a closed circuit, generally built with materials

such as fibre, earth or asphalt, featuring a series of slopes and

curves designed to be navigated without the need to pedal

using non-motorised vehicles such as bicycles, scooters, skates

or skateboards.

To promote these spaces, the Bizkaia Provincial Council has

organised masterclasses for those looking to learn or improve

their Pump Track skills, alongside a series of instructional

videos on different aspects of the sport.

The Catalogue of Pump Tracks in Bizkaia comprehensively

compiles the dimensions, technical characteristics, available

services and safety measures of each facility.

Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)
PUMP TRACK

35

2

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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IGERIBIDEAK:

These are areas on the coast of Bizkaia equipped for open water swimming.

They have been classified into three levels (GOLD/SILVER and BRONZE) 

based on six criteria: accessibility to the swimming area, facilities, 

swimming route, accessibility, safety and local participation.

No
.

Name
Distance

1 Areeta 190 m

2 Laidatxu 175 m

3 Isuntza 250 m

4 Arrigorri 280 m

5 Astondo 750 m

6 Ereaga 850 m
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Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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PARKOUR

Parkour is a sporting activity that involves moving through urban

environments by overcoming obstacles such as walls, fences and

other architectural elements, using agile and fluid movements.

The Bizkaia Provincial Council organises parkour masterclasses aimed

at individuals interested in starting or honing their skills in this

discipline, and has produced a series of tutorial videos to

complement the in-person parkour training.

A Parkour Parks Guide has been published detailing the practice,

benefits, risks and guidelines for designing and optimising safe and

functional facilities, complying with technical regulations.
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Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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HIKING 

Hiking

1. Certified
2. Promoted by 

the Bizkaia 
Provincial Council

3.GR 123
4. “Cholesterol 

Routes”
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Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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HIKING 
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1. Certified

Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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HIKING: PR

In Bizkaia, the 41 certified Short-Distance
Trails (PR®), which cover a total of
376.35 km, offer an excellent
opportunity to explore the region’s
natural and cultural diversity.

These routes typically take half a day or a
full day to complete and are marked with
white and red signs. They are managed
and overseen by the Bizkaia
Mountaineering Federation (BMF-FVM).
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Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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HIKING: GR

Bizkaia’s certified Long-Distance
Trails (GR®) include seven routes
spanning 843.9 km, offering hikers
the opportunity to immerse
themselves in the scenic and cultural
richness of the region.

These routes, marked with white
and red signs, are designed for long
distances and are managed by the
Bizkaia Mountaineering Federation
(BMF-FVM).
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Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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HIKING
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2. Promoted by the Bizkaia 
Provincial Council

Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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HIKING: 

URKIOLA NATURAL PARK AND SAC

PR BI 41 Baltzola, Mythological Trail

PR BI 51 Along the Otxandio Roads

PR BI 80 Discovering Urkiola

PR BI 81 Circuit of Galdara

PR BI 82 Charcoal Makers’ Path

PR BI 83 Great Legarmendi Traverse

PR BI 84 Erleabe, Way of the Bees

PR BI 85 Circuit of Anboto

PR BI 86 Following the Mendiola River

PR-A-21 Circuit of Aramaio
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Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition

https://www.bizkaia.eus/Home2/archivos/DPTO9/Temas/SENDEROS%20Y%20AREAS/URKIOLA/2021/PR-BI%2080.pdf?idioma=CA
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HIKING

ARMAÑÓN NATURAL PARK AND ZEC ZONE

PR-BI-120 Los Jorrios Trail

PR-BI-121 Sopeña Holm Oak Forest
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Kirolguneak(outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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HIKING

GORBEIA NATURAL PARK AND ZEC ZONE

12 Routes to Reach the Summit of Gorbeia
from Bizkaia

Paths of Gorbeia Natural Park

Saldropo Wetland Route

Barazar Forest Path

Atxulo Route

Larreder Route
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Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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HIKING 
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3. Gr 123

Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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HIKING:  GR 123

One of the main GR® trails in Bizkaia is the GR® 123 - Bizkaiko Bira, which circles the outskirts of the Historical Territory of Bizkaia in 
19 stages. 

This trail showcases a diverse range of landscapes, from coastal cliffs to mountain ranges and rural countryside. 

The section that covers the coastline of Bizkaia, from Ondarroa to Muskiz, will in turn continue the European Coastal Path E9 in 
Bizkaia.

Coming from France, the E9 traverses Gipuzkoa and continues through Cantabria, Asturias and Galicia, before finally entering Portugal.
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Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition

http://www.era-ewv-ferp.com/walking-in-europe/e-paths/
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HIKING 

4. Cholesterol Routes

Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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HIKING: CHOLESTEROL ROUTES

In virtually all municipalities, there are
routes that residents use to regularly
participate in “sports walks”.

These are paths, circuits and routes which,
whether official or not, we as citizens have
spontaneously adopted for walking.

It is precisely these routes that we call
“cholesterol routes”.

The website of the General Directorate of

Sports of the Bizkaia Provincial Council lists

some of the routes in 92 municipalities in

Bizkaia.
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Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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CALLISTHENICS

Callisthenics is a physical training discipline featuring bodyweight exercises that

enhance strength, flexibility and motor control. It involves functional movements

like pull-ups, push-ups, squats and dynamic drills, requiring no specialised

equipment.

The Bizkaia Provincial Council offers masterclasses for beginners and advanced

athletes, supported by audiovisual resources covering everything from basic

techniques to advanced routines.

A specific guide has been created on callisthenics parks, detailing how to carry out

this activity safely, the benefits its provides and the criteria necessary to build

suitable, accessible and sustainable spaces.
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Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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Sports facilities and equipment

Arratia indusi Baltzola Muruetagane

Ametzorbe Gaztelugatxe Mugarra

Atxarre Gorbea itxina Ogoño

Atxarte Jorrios Orduña

Busturia Quarry Kanterepe Otoio

Ereño Quarry La arboleda-Peñas 
Negras

Santa Eufemia 
(urregarai)

Aretza Lamindao Pagasarri

Galdames Llodio (Maritxu's 
balcony)

Turtzioz-katea 
(ranero)

Bentatxuri-Baltzola Matxitxako
Urduliz

CLIMBING

Sport climbing involves ascending natural or artificial rock walls using only
your hands and feet to progress.

To ensure safety, approved fixed safety features are used, installed on the
wall in advance, creating routes or itineraries to follow.

The difficulty of each route is determined by factors such as the inclination
of the wall, the size and shape of the holds, the possible natural resting
points and the length of the route.

To promote this activity, the Provincial Council has carried out
maintenance and the re-equipping of routes in collaboration with the
Bizkaia Mountaineering Federation.

It is important to note that climbing in certain areas in Bizkaia is regulated
with a view to protecting biodiversity and natural habitats.
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Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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OUTDOOR FITNESS PARKS:

Outdoor fitness parks are outdoor spaces equipped with machines designed to

promote physical activity and the overall well-being of citizens, especially older

people.

In Bizkaia, a total of 184 outdoor fitness parks were identified, present in 66.96%

of the municipalities of the region, with an average of 1.64 parks per

municipality. These areas are categorised according to the type of equipment

they offer: machines for endurance training, upper and lower body mobility,

strength and multipurpose use.

The programme “Kirolguneak: “Outdoor Fitness Parks” demonstrated that these

types of outdoor fitness parks are a valuable tool for enhancing the quality of life

for the residents of Bizkaia.
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Kirolguneak (outdoor spaces)

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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4. Private sports facilities

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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Main private sports facilities in Bizkaia associated with ACEDYR* 

Club Deportivo Martiartu Club Deportivo Bilbao Real Club Jolaseta

Sports facilities and equipment

Five indoor padel tennis courts Indoor swimming pool: two pools (25 by 12.5m 
and a beginners’ pool)

Five indoor padel tennis courts and two 
outdoor courts

Tennis: two indoor courts and two outdoor 
courts

Wellness areas (adjacent to changing rooms) Hard tennis court. two outdoor courts

Indoor swimming pool: 25 by 12.5m Cardio and strength gym: 100 workout stations Clay court tennis: nine courts (three indoor)

Outdoor swimming pool: 50 by 25m Climbing Wall Field hockey pitch

Golf (driving range, pitch & putt and putting 
green

Multipurpose room Sports centre

Sports Centre
Boxing ring

Swimming pools: three pools (lap swimming, 
multipurpose, and children's)

Pelota courts: two (long and short, 36 and 22 
metres)

Padel tennis: two indoor courts 36-metre pelota court

Gyms: three (Fitness, multipurpose and 
CrossFit) 

Pelota courts: one 50m long and one 
beginner's court

Multipurpose gym

* Association of Sports and Recreational Clubs and Entities 
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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Main (private) sports facilities of note in Bizkaia  

Sports Facilities of Athletic Club in 
Lezama

Real Club Marítimo del Abra - Real 
Sporting Club

Golf Clubs in Bizkaia with 
Facilities

Sports facilities and equipment

One full-size natural grass pitch with a seating 
capacity of 3,200

Heated swimming pool
Meaztegi Golf Club. (Public course, already 
mentioned)

Three regulation-sized natural grass pitches Two outdoor swimming pools with solarium Uralburu Golf Club (Galdakao)

Four full-size artificial grass pitches Sauna R.S. Golf de Neguri (Getxo)

One indoor artificial grass pitch (reduced 
dimensions)

Squash courts Derio Golf Club (Derio)

One “goalkeeper cage”. Specific training area Gym Club de Golf Palacio de Urgoiti (Mungiia)

Three gyms for cardiovascular and strength 
training.

300 berths for boats ranging from six to 25 
metres.

Additional and support facilities. Facilities of the José Luis Ugarte Sailing School
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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Main (private) sports facilities of note in Bizkaia  

Equestrian sports facilities

Sports facilities and equipment

Club Hípico Goiherri (Erandio) Club Hípico Barrika (Barrika)

Club Hípico Laukiniz (Laukiz) Club Hípico Mungia (Mungia)

Centro Ecuestre Burduin 
(Trapagaran)

Club Hípico Irolas (Urduliz)

Centro Ecuestre Orive (Zalla) Yeguada Valle (Villasuso de Mena)

Club Hípico Goikomendi 
(Lemoniz)

Hípica Zelai Alai (Iurreta)

Club Hípico Kati-Bi (Amorebieta) Club Hípico Castillo de Butron 
(Gatika)

Club Hípico Okendo (Okendo)
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition



CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

Private physical fitness operators in Bizkaia with more than one centre  

Operator No. of 
locations

Brooklyn Fitboxing 7

Synergym 6

Altafit 4

Vivagym 4

Basic Fit 3

Curves 3

Fitness Park 3

Metropolitan 3

Body Gym 2

Around 50 CrossFit facilities or general gyms 
operate in Bizkaia, each with a single location
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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5. Sports facilities at universities

a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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Main Sports Facilities at Universities in Bizkaia  

Sports Facilities on University Campuses in Bizkaia

Sports facilities and equipment

University of the Basque Country (UPV/EHU) T.U. University of Deusto

400 m2 fitness centre. Three padel tennis courts

Three multi-purpose rooms (guided activities) Four gyms

Sports centre (divisible into three basketball courts) One sports centre (divisible into three basketball courts)

Football pitch Fitness Room

Athletics Track Six multi-purpose rooms

36-metre pelota court Football pitch

Sprint track
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a. Detailed list of sports infrastructures/facilities according to type, purpose and condition
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b. Breakdown of regional expenditure for the maintenance of sports facilities over the last three years.

2022

Bizkaia and Kirol Etxea 
Pelota Court

€2,008,000

Olympic Shooting Range €998,500

Arraun eskola €100,000

Bizkaiko Bira – GR 123 
trail  

€155,000

Environment €2,653,230

Mobility €11,802,256

TOTAL €17,716,986

2023

Bizkaia and Kirol Etxea Pelota 
Court

€2,008,000

Sports infrastructure grants for 
municipalities in Bizkaia

€4,000,000

Bizkaiko Bira – GR 123 trail  €75,000

Velodrome €1,500,000

Environment €2,653,230

Mobility €5,026,798

TOTAL €15,263,028

2024

Bizkaia and Kirol Etxea Pelota 
Court

€2,008,000

Sports infrastructure grants for 
municipalities in Bizkaia

€3,000,000

Unique spaces in three 
municipalities of Bizkaia

€750,000 

Gernika Jai Alai €21,000

Bizkaiko Bira – GR 123 trail  €95,000

Environment €2,653,230

Mobility €22,711,244

TOTAL €31,238,474

The analysis of sports facility maintenance investment for 2022-2024 is based on the budgets of the Department of Basque 
Language, Culture and Sport, the General Directorate of Sport, the Department of Natural Environment and Agriculture and the 
Department of Transport, Mobility and Tourism. The Bizkaia Provincial Council has significantly increased its investment in sports 

facility maintenance over the past three years.
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2026 2027 2028

Bizkaia Pelota Court €2,800,000 €2,800,000 €2,800,000

Bizkaiko Bira – GR 123 trail  €95,000 €95,000 €95,000

Subsidies/grants for 
municipalities

€1,500,000 €1,500,000 €1,500,000

Other provincial departments 42,018,876 €43,902,591 *€45,131,863.55

TOTAL €46,413,876 €48,297,591 €49,526,864

The Bizkaia Provincial Council believes that sport should remain a central pillar for the region, so it deems it essential to
continue allocating resources in this area. Despite the current situation, its intention is to maintain at least the level of
investment reached in previous years.

While precise future expenditure is difficult to forecast, investment is estimated to exceed €45,000,000.

* A 2.8% increase, as the budgets are provisional and pending approval.
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c. Estimated amount of investment planned for the next three years in sports infrastructure.
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d. Is there a sports development plan? What are its objectives?

The Bizkaia Provincial Council aims to further encourage daily sports
participation across Bizkaia, as it is key to good health, as well as fostering
education, equal opportunities and core values that are fundamental for the
sustainable human development of Bizkaia: a culture of effort, equality,
teamwork, empathy and solidarity.

For this reason, efforts will be made to improve and increase opportunities
for all citizens of Bizkaia to participate in sports, with particular attention to
traditional sports, female athletes and individuals with functional diversity.

The main objectives are as follows:
GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF 
SPORT 
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d. Is there a sports development plan? What are its objectives?

1. Promote sport as a healthy and inclusive tool

• Enhance and improve the offerings of the ESKOLA KIROLA (SCHOOL
SPORT) programme, ensuring that all school-aged children in Bizkaia can
choose the sports that best suit their tastes and interests in an
environment where sport is primarily an educational tool in the hands of
competent people.

• Support the organisation of participatory sports leagues and events that
are inclusive in nature in natural environments

• Develop digital tools to bring all healthy sports participation
opportunities closer to the public, especially those carried out in natural
and urban sports spaces

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF 
SPORT 
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d. Is there a sports development plan? What are its objectives?

2. Support for the governance of sports entities

• Definition and implementation of a Support Plan for the gradual
professionalisation of the management of sports entities in Bizkaia, with
special emphasis on those participating in ESKOLA KIROLA (SCHOOL
SPORT)

• Offer support services for municipal sports, enabling them to optimise
resources so that all citizens, particularly adapted athletes and women,
can have access to sports facilities in their local area.

• Promote actions aimed at enhancing the professional skills of coaches,
providing support to access the training required by current regulations
for coaching roles, as well as providing sports training in Basque for all
Eskola Kirola (School Sport) coaches.

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF 
SPORT 
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d. Is there a sports development plan? What are its objectives?

3. Attracting high-level sporting events

• Strengthen the regional sports federation system, ensuring that
every year in Bizkaia we have a wide and varied range of sports
competitions for all citizens.

• Encourage the organisation, growth and revival of high-level
sporting events, working closely with local federations and sports
clubs to give athletes and fans the chance to experience elite
sport in their own region. GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF 

SPORT 
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d. Is there a sports development plan? What are its objectives?

4. Promotion of athletes’ participation in high-level events

• Support Bizkaia’s athletes in international competitions by
providing them with training resources, coaching and financial
assistance for travel costs.

• Support Bizkaia’s teams in national and international
competitions, especially those in the first and second national-
level categories, with particular emphasis on encouraging the
participation of women and adapted athletes.

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF 
SPORT 
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d. Is there a sports development plan? What are its objectives?

5. Enhance the sports infrastructure of Bizkaia in collaboration with
the municipalities, federations and clubs in the region

• Encourage the effective use of existing natural and urban sports
facilities across Bizkaia to support healthy physical activity for all
those who use them.

• Support the upkeep, maintenance and modernisation of existing
sports infrastructure to meet the evolving needs and standards
of Bizkaia’s sports system. GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF 

SPORT 
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d. Is there a sports development plan? What are its objectives?

6. Preserving and promoting BERTOKO KIROLAK

• Continue to support and promote traditional Basque sports
(pelota, rowing and Basque rural sports) through agreements
with sports federations and sponsorship of sporting events.

• Support the development of training centres for BERTOKO
KIROLAK in collaboration with relevant federations, fostering
community engagement while ensuring their continuity and
improving their public image.

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF 
SPORT 
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d. Is there a sports development plan? What are its objectives?

7. Ensuring the genuine inclusion of women in the sports system

• Strengthen gender equality plans within regional sports federations as a
demonstration of their commitment to fair treatment of women; a
necessary step towards real integration.

• Develop programmes to enhance the role of women in leading sports
entities in Bizkaia, empowering younger generations to take on
management and leadership roles in the future.

• Implement initiatives to highlight the achievements of Bizkaia’s top
female athletes in collaboration with municipalities and media outlets,
providing young people with role models to inspire their sporting
ambitions.

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF 
SPORT 
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d. Is there a sports development plan? What are its objectives?

GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF 
SPORT 
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e. Detail of the annual budget of the Provincial Council allocated to sport and the percentage that this amount 

represents of the Provincial Council’s total budget.

2025

SPORT BIZKAIA 
PROVINCIAL 

COUNCIL
Department of Basque Language, Culture and 
Sport –
General Directorate of Sport

€11,692,000

10,660 MILL. €
Department of Natural Environment and 
Agriculture

€2,653,230

Department of Transport, Mobility and Tourism €42,944,617

TOTAL €57,289,847
% with regard to the Provincial Council’s total budget: 0.54%
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3 ACCESS TO SPORTS FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES

a. Explain how sports associations or clubs in Bizkaia work; agreements, subsidies/grants and possibilities of use by non-

members

b. Detail the level of accessibility to the facilities for the general population: existence of agreements, membership card for

reduced-rate entry, public transport to reach the sports facilities, etc.
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a. Explain how sports associations or clubs in Bizkaia work; agreements, subsidies/grants and possibilities of use by non-members

In Bizkaia, sporting activities are organised in stages according to age and the preferences of the
population:

School Sport: Aimed at children and young people, it promotes healthy habits with inclusive activities for
beginners, recreation and competition, also adapted for schoolchildren with functional diversity.

Federation-Affiliated Sport: After school sports, it offers a competitive pathway through 45 regional
sports federations in collaboration with the Provincial Council.

Sport for everyone: Focused on leisure and physical well-being, it includes the municipalities and the
private sector as key players, ensuring inclusive and extensive access to facilities and activities.

This structure enables people of all ages to find options tailored to their tastes or needs.
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a. Explain how sports associations or clubs in Bizkaia work; agreements, subsidies/grants and possibilities of use by non-members

Age 16+

Sport for everyone 

995,000 people

Age 6-16

School Sport

50,000 people

147 parents’ associations 
and 500 clubs 

Practic
e

Age 13+

Federation-Affiliated Sport

70,000 people

45 Federations
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a. Explain how sports associations or clubs in Bizkaia work; agreements, subsidies/grants and possibilities of use by non-members

SCHOOL SPORT

School sport is a set of sporting activities aimed at and organised for schoolchildren. The Bizkaia
Provincial Council annually develops its school sports programme: over 120 activities accessible
to the entire population aged 6-16 in Bizkaia.

School sports activities are aimed at boys and girls aged between six and 16, from the “pre-
benjamín” category (1st and 2nd year of primary school) to the “cadet” category (ages 15-16),
and encompass a wide variety of disciplines and levels, adapting to different objectives from
recreational participation (initiation and leisure) to competition at all levels, including competitive
performance.

To implement the programme, the Bizkaia Provincial Council makes use of the Regional Sports
Federations for each sport, with which it signs collaboration agreements each season. Based on
these agreements, the federations organise the calendars, find venues, provide referees, publish
results, etc.

The Bizkaia Provincial Council invests €2,500,000 a year in the school sports programme.

Link to the Eskola Kirola (School Sport) website:
https://www.bizkaia.eus/es/kirolak/deporteescolar

Programme: 2.5 MILLION 
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a. Explain how sports associations or clubs in Bizkaia work; agreements, subsidies/grants and possibilities of use by non-members

SCHOOL SPORT

o Participating Entities 

Schools and Parents’ Associations (PAs)
Clubs and Sports Groups
City Councils and Municipal Autonomous Bodies

o Access 
Registration through the aforementioned entities.
The registration includes the school sports licence which covers:

Healthcare
Civil liability 
Compensation (anatomical or functional losses or death)

o Grants and Financial Support

The Bizkaia Provincial Council offers grants to entities that participate 
in the School Sport programme. 

For example, in the 2023-2024 season, a sum of €625,000 was allocated      
to support these activities.

Grants for entities:
€625,000
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CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

a. Explain how sports associations or clubs in Bizkaia work; agreements, subsidies/grants and possibilities of use by non-members

Bizkaia sports federations (45)

Bizkaialde (2023-24 season) is 
made up of 30 companies that 
sponsor 31 clubs

Asfedebi: coordinating and advisory body 
for all sports federations in Bizkaia (45)

Bizkaialde: Foundation supporting elite 
athletes in Bizkaia

Department of Sports 
of the Bizkaia 
Provincial Council

Bizkaia Provincial 
Council

ASFEDEBI

Bizkaia sports 
federations

BIZKAIALDE

Elite sport in the 
region

FEDERATION-AFFILIATED SPORT
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CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

a. Explain how sports associations or clubs in Bizkaia work; agreements, subsidies/grants and possibilities of use by non-members

FEDERATION-AFFILIATED SPORT

o Agreements with sports federations
The Bizkaia Provincial Council has agreements with 45 sports federations in

the region, delegating administrative public functions to them.

o Members of sports clubs
The federation licence entitles them to take part in competitions

o Compulsory Insurance
Each federation licence carries with it insurance that guarantees:

Civil liability Compensation for anatomical
or functional losses or death

Healthcare assistance in cases
not covered by other systems

o Participation in Competitions
They can participate in official competitions organised by the corresponding federations

Agreements with 45 sports 
federations
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CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

a. Explain how sports associations or clubs in Bizkaia work; agreements, subsidies/grants and possibilities of use by non-members

Access to facilities owned or managed by the Bizkaia Provincial Council through clubs, federations or commercial 
operators, ensuring the possibility of use by subscribers, members or occasional users:

Agreements and possibilities of use

Installation Governing Body Equipment use Access conditions

San Mamés Athletic Club High performance Members of Athletic Club and the general 

public

Meaztegi Golf 
Club

Tenderer company Mixed (fitness-training-

leisure)

Members and non-members

Bizkaia Pelota 
Court

Tenderer company High performance General public

Gernika Jai Alai Tenderer company High performance training General public and school students

Shooting range  Territorial Federation Mixed (fitness-training-

leisure)

Registered members and students.
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CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

b. Detail the level of accessibility to the facilities for the general population: existence of agreements, membership card for 
reduced-rate entry, public transport to reach the sports facilities, etc.

2. Municipal Sport:

The Bizkaia Provincial Council provides funding for local authorities to invest in 
municipal and regional sports facilities.

Access methods:
• Members: can access the facilities at a reduced rate and enjoy benefits such as 

being able to reserve spaces, guided activities and other services.

• Non-members: access the facilities by paying individual fees, with possible 
restrictions on opening hours or availability according to municipal regulations.

• Joint Services: some municipalities collaborate to jointly offer sports services.

SPORT FOR EVERYONE – 113 MUNICIPALITIES 

1. Independently and freely: Kirolguneak: Free and accessible outdoor sports facilities for everyone.

3. Private Offering: There are over 85 private sports facilities and services available, including gyms, sports clubs and specialist centres.
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CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

It is a “virtual card” used on mobile phones that allows individuals subscribed to a
municipal sports service to access sports facilities in other municipalities affiliated
with the programme at no additional cost and under the same conditions as if they
were their own subscribers, subject to the availability and regulations of each
municipality. It is an added incentive to encourage more people to stay active.

It is a way of making better use of the municipal sports facilities already existing in
the Basque Country and of promoting inter-municipal collaboration. It is about
making these material resources (sports facilities) accessible to people who, for
various reasons, temporarily reside in other municipalities (study, work, holidays,
etc.). Or have those sports facilities or services closer. Or because they simply prefer
it that way.

Each municipality sets its own terms of use, including space availability and included
services, adjusting them as needed to ensure that external users do not impact
services for local subscribers.

The “Kirol Txartela”.

The most important innovation to have emerged in recent years in the municipal sports offering in the Basque Country is 
known as the Kirol Txartela or “Single Card”. It was initially promoted by the BIZKAIA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL, with the Basque 
Government subsequently taking over to implement it throughout the entire Basque Autonomous Community.

Origin: BIZKAIA
1,100 facilities 

49 Municipalities in Bizkaia 
109 Municipalities in the Basque 

Country 
80,000 users 
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b. Detail the level of accessibility to the facilities for the general population: existence of agreements, membership card for 
reduced-rate entry, public transport to reach the sports facilities, etc.



CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

The “Kirol Txartela” was initially promoted by the Bizkaia Provincial
Council, and was later implemented throughout the Basque Autonomous
Community by the Basque Government.

The initiative took the form of a pilot plan in Santurtzi and the neighbouring
municipalities: Portugalete, Ortuella, Trapagaran, Zierbena and Abanto-
Zierbena, in an initial phase lasting 12 months.

After achieving positive results, a second phase was designed to which other
municipalities of Bizkaia were added: Sestao, Barakaldo and Muskiz, among
others.

Currently, in Bizkaia, 49 municipalities participate in the programme, offering
access to an extensive network of sports facilities.

Thanks to the expansion of this initiative to the rest of the Autonomous
Community of the Basque Country, users can access 60 additional
municipalities.

This allows sports facilities to be used in multiple municipalities, with over
1,100 activities available.
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b. Detail the level of accessibility to the facilities for the general population: existence of agreements, membership card for 
reduced-rate entry, public transport to reach the sports facilities, etc.



CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

There are approximately 80,000 registered members.
In 2024, they were used over 140,000 times. The
Gipuzkoa Provincial Council and that of Álava have
joined forces in this endeavour.

The three key factors for success are:

• Strong institutional backing.

• Technological development.

• The professional IT specialist providing technical
support for the processes.
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b. Detail the level of accessibility to the facilities for the general population: existence of agreements, membership card for 
reduced-rate entry, public transport to reach the sports facilities, etc.
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CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS AND PARTICIPATION OF LOCAL

SPORTS CLUBS OR SPORTS ORGANISATIONS

a. Detailed list of sports associations and clubs that compete in higher divisions, national, regional, provincial and local

championships and tournaments.

b. Detailed information about the people who participate in sports volunteering in the region: how they are organised,

how they operate, how they look for new volunteers, the benefits of being a volunteer.



CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

a. Detailed list of sports associations and clubs that compete in higher divisions, national, regional, provincial and local

championships and tournaments.

In order to explain and help people understand how competitive sport in Bizkaia, it is definitely necessary to mention the 
Bizkaia Association of Sports Federations: Asfedebi

The Bizkaia Association of Sports Federations (Asfedebi) was founded in 1994 under the
Associations Law of 1988. It was promoted by the Youth and Sports Directorate of the Bizkaia
Provincial Council's Department of Culture to oversee the management of all sports federations in
Bizkaia. It originally began with eight federations, with others joining later. At present there are 45
federations.

Asfedebi offers three key services to Bizkaia’s network of sports federations:

• Comprehensive advice
• Sports medicine centre
• Authorised sports training centre

Asfedebi, the cornerstone of competitive sport in Bizkaia with 45 associated federations
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CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

List of sports federations in Bizkaia that are members of ASFEDEBI

a. Detailed list of sports associations and clubs that compete in higher divisions, national, regional, provincial and local

championships and tournaments.
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CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

Federation No. of Clubs No. of licences Masculine Feminine

Underwater Activities 25 1103 949 154

Chess 27 610 579 31

Athletics 37 1,330 739 591

Motorsports 13 351 310 41

Basketball 71 4800 2518 2282

Handball 24 2283 1333 950

Baseball and Softball 2 184 165 19

Bowling 40 753 662 91

Boxing 30 369 325 44

Hunting 135 2221 2186 35

Cycling 112 2198 2056 142

Adapted Sports 24 614 435 179

Air Sports 12 206 190 16

Winter Sports 18 70 46 24

Fencing 3 59 46 13

a. Detailed list of sports associations and clubs that compete in higher divisions, national, regional, provincial and local 

championships and tournaments.

Bizkaia is a major sporting 
hub, home to over 1,500 

clubs that promote physical 
activity and competition
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CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

Federation No. of Clubs No. of licences Masculine Feminine

Football 240 21862 19890 1972

Gymnastics 22 480 11 469

Golf 12 8953 6092 2861

Weightlifting 4 47 41 6

Basque rural sports 50 504 397 107

Equestrian 25 1098 231 867

Hockey 2 701 408 293

Judo and Martial Arts 26 609 499 110

Karate 41 1025 619 406

Wrestling and Sambo 10 452 357 95

Mountain sports 108 12680 8547 4133

Motorcycling 34 249 243 6

Swimming 30 1731 947 784

Paddle tennis 17 3389 2177 1212

Skating 27 746 475 271

a. Detailed list of sports associations and clubs that compete in higher divisions, national, regional, provincial and local championships

and tournaments.

Adaptive sports are on the rise 
in Bizkaia, with 24 clubs and 

over 600 active licences

90

4



CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

Federation No. of Clubs No. of licences Masculine Feminine
Basque Pelota 66 1210 1019 191

Fishing and 
Casting

20 493 472 21

Petanque 8 101 78 23

Canoeing 7 284 145 139

Rowing 19 1452 1000 452

Rugby 8 1047 841 206

Surfing 28 1393 1327 266

Taekwondo 23 555 337 218

Tennis 23 1145 820 325

Table tennis 9 231 211 20

Olympic 
Shooting

24 2013 1957 56

Archery 14 530 415 115

Triathlon 36 739 600 139

Sailing 3 646 481 165

Volleyball 8 220 63 157

a. Detailed list of sports associations and clubs that compete in higher divisions, national, regional, provincial and local 

championships and tournaments.

More than 100 
mountaineering clubs in 
Bizkaia promote outdoor 

sports

91

4



CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

TOTAL
No. of Clubs No. of licences Masculine Feminine

1,517 83,736 63,240 20,496

a. Detailed list of sports associations and clubs that compete in higher divisions, national, regional, provincial and local 

championships and tournaments.

The number of licences 
account for 7.3% of Bizkaia’s 

population

* School sports are not included
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CANDIDATURA DE BIZKAIA A TERRITORIO EUROPEO DEL DEPORTE 2026. EUROPEAN REGIONS OF SPORT

Clubs in Bizkaia that compete at national level
Depending on the level of each club, they participate in local, regional Basque and national competitions.
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a. Detailed list of sports associations and clubs that compete in higher divisions, national, regional, provincial and local 

championships and tournaments.
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a. Detailed list of sports associations and clubs that compete in higher divisions, national, regional, provincial and local 

championships and tournaments.

Clubs in Bizkaia that compete at national level
Depending on the level of each club, they participate in local, regional Basque and national competitions.
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a. Detailed list of sports associations and clubs that compete in higher divisions, national, regional, provincial and local 

championships and tournaments.

Clubs in Bizkaia that compete in professional leagues 

Depending on the level of each club, they participate in local, regional Basque and national competitions.

Athletic Club
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Clubs in Bizkaia that compete at national level

(M) Men's. (W) Women’s, (Mix) Mixed

Triathlon 1 (Mix) Water Polo 3 (2M- 1W)

Football 6 (4M-1W) Handball 1 (W)

Athletics 4 (Mix) Rhythmic 

Gymnastics

1 (W)

Baseball 1 (M) Rugby 4 (M)

Rowing 6 (M) Roller hockey 2 (1 M-1 Mix)

Chess 1 (Mix) Field hockey 1 (Mix)

Wheelchair basketball 1 (M) Pelota 1 (M)

Traditional sport (sokatira) 2 (M) Basketball 2 (1M-1W)

Sailing 1 (M)
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a. Detailed list of sports associations and clubs that compete in higher divisions, national, regional, provincial and local 

championships and tournaments.
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https://www.bizkaia.eus/es/web/bizkaibus


https://www.bilbao.eus/cs/Satellite/bilbobus/es/inicio




https://www.euskotren.eus/


https://www.renfe.com/es/en/suburban/suburban-bilbao/timetables
https://www.renfe.com/es/en/suburban/suburban-bilbao/timetables






https://puente-colgante.com/




https://www.ctb.eus/en/how-barik-works
https://www.bizkaitikmugitu.eus/#/
https://moovitapp.com/








http://www.era-ewv-ferp.com/walking-in-europe/e-paths/
























https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dNU0llJbhbY










https://www.visitbiscay.eus/
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https://www.visitbiscay.eus/es/agenda


https://www.visitbiscay.eus/es/web/actividades


https://www.bilbaoturismo.net/BilbaoTurismo/en/la-ola-izquierda-de-mundaka








https://www.google.es/maps/place/Probalekua+%2F+Probadero/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0xd4e2d4e0c236f73:0x6cbea60c5ef9ed01!8m2!3d43.1501728!4d-2.6088771!16s%2Fg%2F11cltd51_v!19sChIJc28jDE4tTg0RAe35Xgymvmw?authuser=0&hl=es&rclk=1
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https://www.google.es/maps/place/Alons%C3%B3tegui,+Vizcaya/@43.2442596,-2.9914631,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0xd4e511b03cababd:0x8d5cefeda7c1e1e8!8m2!3d43.2452387!4d-2.9894319!16zL20vMDg4dzIz?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Amorebieta-Echano,+Vizcaya/@43.2158328,-2.7938641,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0xd4e3426b0bac3a9:0x878a320d6f24718c!8m2!3d43.2204714!4d-2.7330533!16zL20vMDRiazJ2?entry=ttu
https://es.wikiloc.com/rutas-carrera-por-montana/xii-anboto-kb-2019-42229717
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https://www.google.es/maps/place/48630+Areatza,+Vizcaya/@43.415945,-2.9733741,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0xd4e42d3e6978f23:0xa0275144efa66c61!8m2!3d43.415921!4d-2.9344056!16s%2Fg%2F11fz9y466l?hl=es&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTIxMC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/48498+Arrancudiaga,+Vizcaya/@43.1722333,-2.9227474,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0xd4e4d74d3d15b1d:0xbbd8e94ef8107993!8m2!3d43.1720817!4d-2.9194681!16zL20vMDg4dzR2?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Arratia-Nervi%C3%B3n,+Vizcaya/@43.0974121,-3.0253318,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0xd4fb3811b552059:0xb0dc627574f041ac!8m2!3d43.1013695!4d-2.8178291!16s%2Fm%2F0h1hy2r?entry=ttu
https://www.google.es/maps/place/Arrazua,+Vizcaya/@43.3106685,-2.659356,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0xd4e3abd87e5f6c5:0x404f58273cba480!8m2!3d43.3062858!4d-2.6402657!16zL20vMDg4dzVt?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MDgyMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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